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Friends will know that our highly regarded President, David Rudkin , died on 2 August. This is the 
eulogy given by his secretary of 11 years, Betina Blake, at his funeral which she has given us 
permission to reproduce here, 


DAVID RUDKIN — AN APPRECIATION Betina Blake 


David was the perfect boss and the passion he held for Fishbourne was infectious among the 
staff. He was an excellent teacher and always keen to pass on his knowledge of the site. His 
office door was always open and anyone, whether they were staff, volunteers, friends, visitors or 
a casual enquirer, he always had time to answer questions. Occasionally, a visitor to the 
Palace would bring along a coin asking if it could be identified. David would stop what he was 
doing and out would come his coin library and magnifying glass. No question was ever too 
trivial or obvious and I should know as I asked many of them! 

Not only was David Director of Fishbourne for over 28 years, he spent some time as Curator 
of Marlipins Museum, was chair of the Chichester and District Archaeological Society, 
Chairman of the Chichester Visitors Group and President of the Friends of Fishbourne Roman 
Palace. He oversaw the huge fundraising effort and redevelopment of the site in 2006 and 7 
and in recognition to all the work and dedication he gave to the project, the staff at Fishbourne 
suggested that the new education room in the Collections Discovery Centre be named the 
Rudkin Room in his honour. In addition, Rudkin Place was also named in the new housing 
estate in Fishbourne and David attended the opening of the road. 

David was joint director of the excavations of the site in the late 1990s and early 2000s and 
this he did whilst carrying on with his usual day job. One minute he would be in his smart 
clothes, always wearing a tie and the next, he’d be in his archaeologist’s uniform of shorts, tee 
shirt and muddy boots. He was in his element during these times but the work didn’t stop at the 
end of the excavation when the area was back filled and all the trainees, helpers and other 
archaeologists had left the site. There would be months of careful cataloguing of the finds 
along with their storage and the referral to many specialists for additional identification. David 
and I worked for hours on the follow up work which sometimes just about finished before the 
next season of excavations would begin. > 
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David was also instrumental in the educational programme at Fishbourne, something he was 
immensely proud of and the achievement of 25,000 visiting school children each year, all taught 
by the award winning education team. Special events were also introduced by him and the long 
standing Ermine Street Guard displayed at Fishbourne from the early 1980's including their 
30th anniversary in 2002. 

David gave talks to many outside groups accompanied by his trusty slide projector as well as 
appearing on Time Team, Blue Peter and the One Show and many other radio and television 
appearances. He would often carry out guided tours of the site and was in his element talking 
about a place he knew so well. 

I spent 11 years working as David's secretary until he retired in 2008. The week after he 
retired, he came back as a volunteer for 2 days a week. He spent this time collating and 
cataloguing the many photographs and slides of the site and carrying out artefact handling 
tours to visitors. His expertise and enthusiasm for the site never faltered and the Fishbourne 
staff and volunteers often continued to test his knowledge with the words “Ahhh, David will 
know”! 

I have spoken to many staff, volunteers and acquaintances since hearing the sad news about 
David. Words such as generous, kind, knowledgeable, inspirational, friendly, modest and top 
bloke have all been used. I will remember David for all of those things and as the emperor of 
Fishbourne. Most of all, I will remember that whatever was going on, the jokes and witty puns 
we shared always enhanced the day for the better! 


The Friends’ Annual General Meeting 2021 


The AGM was held as planned on 25 September. Thirteen people came, which was very good 
in the circumstances. Before starting the meeting proper, Pam Crowe, as Chairman, paid 
tribute to the late President, David Rudkin. 

In her report she outlined the work of the Committee during the pandemic, and the purchase 
for the Palace of a back-pack vacuum cleaner and a microscope camera. She also said that 
the Friends had given financial and practical support to the new second-hand bookshop. 
Membership numbers had remained stable. Importantly she said that an anomaly had arisen in 
the benefits which are granted to Friends by the Palace. Increases in admission charges to 
Palace events had recently caused issues when compared with membership subscriptions. 
Confusion had arisen due to references to ‘special events’ with free entry and ‘ticketed events’ 
for which members obtain a discount to the price. After discussions with Melanie Marsh, the 
Property Manager, and Rob Symmons, the Curator, it had been decided that henceforth alll 
events for which the public pay more than the normal entrance fee will be referred to as 
‘ticketed’. Friends continue to benefit from the 10% discount but free entry will only apply to 
ordinary days when no events are taking place or are included in the standard entry charge, 
for example, during Roman Army Week. Volunteers will not be expected to pay for the 
privilege of working at events. 

Finally Pam thanked Guy Lockton, who had retired from editing the Newsletter, outgoing 
officers Paddy Thomas and Anne de Potier, and Keith Lawson who had resigned from the 
Committee. She also thanked all members of the Committee for their support, especially as 
people had extended their time commitment in office because of the pandemic. 

As the Treasurer Paddy Thomas had given his apologies for absence, his report was read by 
the Chairman. His main report covered calendar year 2020, during which membership fees 
raised £1,443.00, with £473.00 in donations. On 31 December 2020 the total income was 
£4686.00 and total expenditure was £4701.16. The Current Account held £1109.35, and the 
Savings Account held £7108.63. 

When the Palace was allowed to re-open after the spring lockdown, Sussex Archaeological 
Society were at that time unable to fund it. Paddy described the special appeal to members, 
and the generous response. Within 3 days over £1,000 had been received; in all:members raised 
£1,970. Members also helped by volunteering for extra tasks in the North Wing for which SAS 
could not initially pay staff. The appeal meant that we were able to under-write any costs of a 
second re-opening and had enough to provide any additional requirements for the bookshop. 
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Paddy said that the Friends had committed £3,000 to the scheme to create a produce 
garden and funding for planters beside the entrance drive. Paddy said the Committee 
debated whether to stop the latest membership fee collection but decided that members 
would like to continue their support in raising funds to assist the Palace. This was proved correct 
by the renewals in February 2021. Paddy thanked Hilary Julian, the Accounts Examiner, for all 
her helo, and members of the Committee for their support, and expressed his pleasure in 
working with Melanie and Rob. 

Rob Symmons began his report on Palace news and business by passing on apologies from 
Melanie Marsh, who had to cover the North Wing reception desk because of staff shortage that 
day. Rob covered current research and conservation projects, a new history heroes card game 
covering the Romans and including the Palace, a Society-wide Collections Review and the 
increased use of social media (the Twitter account was reaching 7-800,000 people a month 
and had attracted much praise). He also said that he was overseeing the production of a new 
guidebook. He concluded by expressing heartfelt thanks to all the Friends, who had been a 
huge support over the last 12-18 months. In particular he highlighted the practical help offered 
when the Palace reopened after the first lockdown. He said Fishbourne was particularly lucky to 
have a Friends group which offered more than just financial and practical help but were also 
truly Friends. 

The resolutions circulated before the meeting (amending the Constitution with reference to 
AGMs, creating a category of Honorary Member, and electing officers) were all passed 
unanimously. 

Pam then led the election of Officers and Committee. David Bone was elected Chairman, 
and Richard New as Treasurer. Joan and Dorothy were re-elected to the Committee, and Mary 
Haskins was elected. Unfortunately no-one was nominated to replace Anne as Secretary. Hilary 
Julian was re-appointed as Independent Honorary Examiner. 

Finally David Bone proposed a vote of thanks to Pam for her excellent work as Chairman, and 
to other Committee members; this was enthusiastically applauded by the meeting. 

Fortunately, after the meeting Dorothy Lawson volunteered to take over as Secretary until the 
next AGM. 


Report from the Chair, November 2021 contributing to excavation reports and 
David Bone other publications. | already chair two other 
organisations, one of which is the Sussex 
Dear Friends, Geodiversity Partnership, act as treasurer for 
one national group and sit on the grant- 
lam pleased to awarding committee of another. | am also 
introduce myself as involved in several local societies and 
the new Chair of occasionally provide geo-archaeology 
the Friends of consultancy services, guided walks and 
Fishbourne Roman talks. 
Palace, having Taking on the role of Chair at this time is 
been voted in at both interesting and challenging. We are 
the covid-delayed slowly (hopefully) on the road to recovery 
AGM on 25 post-covid, as well as overcoming the 
September 2021. recent financial misfortunes of the Sussex 
So, a few words Archaeological Society. The latter has seen 
about me. Now retired from work (glad to many changes in employees, trustees and 
see that behind me), | am fully engaged in volunteers, with a steep learning curve for 
personal interests that previously occupied many of the newcomers. But with those 
my spare time. My interest in archaeology changes come fresh ideas to overcome the 
and association with the Palace goes back many challenges that still face everyone. | 
many years, having developed from a am pleased that the Friends committee is 
lifetime involvement with local geology pulling together after a slight hiccup due to 
and, latterly, with studies on the use of stone a replacement secretary not being 
in archaeological and historical contexts. | appointed at the AGM. My sincere thanks 
have written numerous academic papers to the committee for pulling this together 
and self-published local guides as well as and a special welcome to Richard New, 
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who takes over the role of Treasurer from 
Paddy Thomas, and Dorothy Lawson, who is 
temporarily taking over from Anne de Potier 
as general secretary. We do not say 
goodbye to Anne, as she has kindly 
stepped forward to pick up the newsletter 
and website from Guy Lockton. 

As you will see from my note below we are 
seeking volunteers to fill the two roles of 
General Secretary and Membership 
Secretary at the next AGM (hopefully back 
on track for February or March 2022). It is 
crucial that we have replacements as, 
otherwise, the Friends will no longer be able 
to continue functioning. We would be 
extremely grateful if you could offer your 
support to the Friends in this way. Neither 
role is particularly onerous, and help will be 
provided. 

| look forward to an increase in Friends 
activities and membership over the coming 
years, which will support renewed growth 
within Fishbourne Roman Palace and the 
Sussex Archaeological Society. | am always 
open to ideas which might assist this 
process, so please do contact me. 


David Bone 

Chair, Friends of Fishbourne Roman Palace 
Email david@dajbone.plus.com 

and boned838@gmail.com 


Seeking volunteers 


Two positions on the Friends committee 
need filling at the next AGM (hopefully 
February or March 2022) due to retirement 
under the rules of the constitution. These 
are: 


Secretary — temporarily held by Dorothy 
Lawson 
Membership secretary — Joan Rundle 


Filling these positions is essential to ensure 
the continuity of the Friends. The work is not 
onerous, and assistance will be provided. 
The positions are held in an honorary 
capacity for one year, eligible for 
re-election from year to year but you 
cannot serve for more than four 
consecutive years. Most communications 
are via email and committee meetings are 
only held when necessary. This is a great 
way to actively assist the Friends as well as 
engaging and supporting the Palace. If you 


are interested, please contact me for more 
information. 


David Bone 
Chair, Friends of Fishbourne Roman Palace 


Email david@dajbone.plus.com 
and boned838@gmail.com 


In memoriam 


We report with regret that two of 
Fishbourne’s long-standing volunteers 
recently passed away. Canon Geoffrey 
Curtis who was involved with Fishbourne 
since the 60’s excavations with filming and 
photography. Also, Godfrey Knight, who 
used to come in with his workhorse during 
the events making all sorts of lovely things 
for visitors and the shop. Very sad news as 
they were such lovely, kind and generous 
people. 


Recreating the Sparsholt Villa mosaic at 
Butser Ancient Farm, Hampshire 


A talk by Trevor Creighton, Project 
Archaeologist, and Sue Webber, Education 
and Project Staff, Butser 


Butser Ancient Farm is a unique 
experimental archaeology site, featuring 
reconstructions of ancient buildings from 
the Stone Age, lron Age, Roman Britain and 
the Anglo-Saxon period. They also grow 
crops from prehistory and keep rare breeds 
of animals. Informing visitors and carrying 
out research are key elements of their work. 
The reconstructed buildings are based on 
real archaeological evidence. The villa at 
Sparsholt was the model for their villa. There 
was a mosaic in its central room, now at 
Winchester City museum. A project was 
launched to reproduce this at Butser. They 
aimed to recreate the patterns and colours, 
not the individual tesserae. At 25 square 
metres in size, and with 8-10,000 tesserae 
per square metre, that meant a lot of 
tesserae, and a lot of work! 

A project such as this requires many 
decisions, trying to maintain authenticity but 
also doing what is possible in the 21st 
century. Using local stone, chalk or 
terracotta would have been very 
expensive, so they chose fo use Italian 
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marble. The selected colours were white, 
black, red and yellow. Each tile was 
machine cut on four sides, and hand cut on 
two. Before laying each was arranged so 
that the polished side was on top. Some 
needed to be cut to particular shapes; this 
was done with a special pointed hammer 
onto wood, such as it would have been in 
Roman times. Work started from the middle 
of the mosaic and moved outwards. 
Volunteers worked in two teams, one 
delivering tiles, and one laying. This saved 
time searching for each next tile. The 
process took 1,000 volunteer hours over 3 
months; they stopped after September as it 
was too cold. That was the kind of 
incidental discovery that illuminated the 
research — presumably Roman mosaicists 
worked during the summer. 
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They had very little knowledge of the 
mortar required for the mosaic. Sadly 
modern knowledge of lime mortar is limited 
and dwindling. The process is understood, 
but what of the mix, and how to use it? No 
two mortars are the same, they just have 
the same components. There is evidence in 
the writings of Vitruvius that the base layer is 
porous rock, such as flint, and the tiles are 
placed on that, and the mortar brushed 
between them. The Butser team think that 
was the ‘high end’ method, and probably 
not used in a rural setting. They chose to put 
down a thick layer of mortar and press the 
tiles into it, but later discovered that the 
Vitruvius method was better. 

Formwork was needed for curves and 
other detail, and there is historical evidence 
for this. They sought advice on how to 
arrange tiles around figures etc from 
Lawrence Pain, an expert in recreating 


mosaics. The first few rows around 
something specific follow its outline, often 
needing smaller tiles. Further away the tiles 
can be arranged in rows. 

Planning for regular patterns such as 
guilloche involved careful measuring in 
advance. Patterns involving circles involved 
pi — but that was not known in Roman times 
so how did they do it? Patterns could not be 
inscribed onto the mortar, though there is 
evidence that this was done in the past. The 
corner patterns were tackled by more 
experienced volunteers, who used tracing 
paper with dots. Errors seen in Roman 
mosaics are mostly explained by poor 
planning. Rich Romans would probably 
have made the contractor re-do the work. 

No two mosaics are the same, they just 
have similar elements. Pattern books would 
not be very useful as sizes vary, so each 
pattern has to be adapted to fit the space. 
Geometric patterns are harder to make 
than those with figures. 

This was a well presented, informative and 
thought-provoking talk. It generated many 
questions as we were led through the 
research processes and practical work used 
for this re-creation. The whole process is very 
interdisciplinary and involved much 
discussion with specialists. As with other 
projects at Butser, recreating and recording 
the processes inform interpretation of 
existing archaeology. That is very valuable, 
and so too is the pleasure of seeing the 
completed work in situ. Go and look! 
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